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HERE AS the Poor, within that part of Great Britain 
called England, are become a grievous and an encreaſing 


a n A M B 1. 
burthen. The Laws 3 for their relief and em- 


ployment, though wiſely calculated, in their original in- 


ſtitution, having been groſsly perverted ; the money raiſed for their 
ſupport frequently miſapplied ; and the alterations which have been 
made by parliament, at different times, in order to correct the eva- 
fons and abuſes of thoſe laws, ſo far from abating, having in many in- 
ſtances, through the artiſices and deſigns of crafty and intereſted per- 
ſons, contributed to increaſe the evil. And moreover, ſeveral cha- 
ritable donations which have been made by pious and well-diſpo- 
ſed people, for the uſe and benefit of poor perſons, having by di- 
vers unlawful means, either been totally with-held from ſuch poor 
objects, or groſsly miſapplied. FOR REMEDY of theſe evils; and 
particularly in order to form proper diſtricts in every county, for car- 
rying into execution the various purpoſes of this act (the parechial 
diviſions being in general too ſmall for the extenſive objects which ic 
comprehends). And in order to appoint, by ballot, Committees con- 
ſifting of perſons of character, integrity, and ability, ſuited to the ſe- 
veral purpoſes of the at.—'To name officers of experience, judgment, 
and integrity, for executing and diſcharging the important ſervices 
and truſts required of them. — And in order to repeal all the ſaid laws 
which are now ſubſiſting (after incorporating in this or another act, 
ſuch parts of them as may be uſeful in the execution” of the ſeveral 
proviſions herein contained).—And in order to make and eſtabliſh one 
law of police, which may prevent idleneſs, drunkenneſs, and vagrancy ; 
which may encourage poor perſons, whilit in health, to contribute a 
imall part of their earnings, to a fund for maintaining them when op- 
weſſed with ſickneſs and infirmity, without being driven to the diſagree- 
able neceſſity of aſking pariſh relief; and which may correct all abuſes 
in charitable truſts.— Be effectual to encourage labour and induſtry : 
To compel thoſe to labour who are able to work: To protect, ſup- 
port, aud educate the infant poor, in principles of religion and mo— 
rity: To puniſh ſuch of the poor as are idle, profligate, and aban- 


doned, and to ſupport and cheriſh thoſe who are really neceſſitous, in- 
brm, and impotent. Fa 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty that it may be enacted, &c. 
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The act in the firſt clauſe to nominate ſeven perſons for each counts, 
who are ſeiſed of eſtates of the clear yearly value of zool. who ſhouid 
with their own conſent be conſtituted commiſſioners for ſetting out 
and dividing the reſpective counties, ridings, and diviſions ; and all 
the peculiar juriſdictions, cities, franchiſes, and liberties within that 
part of Great Britain called England, which have ſeparate juſtices of 
peace, and quarter ſeſſions under particular commiſſions, or by charter, 
and are too large for one diſtrict, into ſo many diſtricts, conſiſting of 
a certain number of pariſhes and townſhips, lying near or contiguous 
to each other (not leſs than five, nor more than ten), as the ſaid com- 
miſſioners ſhall judge proper. (The townſhips which maintain their 
own poor ſeparately from the pariſh at large, and alſo all extra-paro. 
chial places, to be included in thoſe diſtrits within which they lie, or 
to which they are moſt conveniently ſituated.) And if any of the ſaid 
commiſſioners, after having been ſo appointed, ſhall die, or become 
incapable of acting by ſickneſs or infirmities, the remaining commiſ- 
ſioners, or the major part of them, ſhould appoint another fit perſos- 
qualified as aforeſaid to act in his ſtead. (See Note, No: 1.) 


Phat the commiſfoners ſhould meet as ſoon as convenient after paſſ- 
ing the act, and when they have taken the oath to be preſcribed in the 
act, for the due diſcharge of their duty, they ſhould proceed to ele a 
chairman, to appoint a clerk or agent to attend and aſſiſt them in the 
buſineſs, and in procuring from the ſeveral overſeers of the poor, who 
ſhould be directed to aſſiſt them, a plan, or particular deſcription of 
the ſeveral pariſhes,. townſhips, and places which maintain their own 
poor, ſhewing their ſituation and contiguity. 


The commifiioners, or any five or more of them, when they have 
ſormed their diſtricts, ſhould fix the ſalaries for the diſtrict agents, and 
the number and qualifications of the committee-men: alſo the qualifi- 


| cations of thoſe who are to ele them for each diſtrict, having regard 


to the ſituation and extent of the diſtri, and to the circumſtances and 
number of perſons reſiding within it, who may be proper to conſtitute 


ſuch committee; alſo to fix the time and place for taking the ballot for 
the firft committee. 


To require the commiſſioners, when they have finiſhed the buſincls 
appointed for them, to report the whole of their proceedings by. writ- 
ing under their hands and ſeals, to the juſtices at their quarter ſeſ- 
fons, and forthwith deliver ſuch report to the clerk of the peace for 
the county, &c. who ſhould be directed to cauſe it to be printed, as 
ſoon as poſſible, and to ſend a copy thereof to every acting jullice, 
and alſo to every high conſtable within fuch limit, who ſhould be be- 


guired to communicate it to the overſeers of the poor 8 
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3 
AKftrit, and deſcribe to them the names of the pariſhes and' places 
which form the diſtrict wherein they are ſituated. 


To reſtrain the commiſſioners in ſetting out and dividing the diſ- 
tricts, from altering the houndaries, or otherways interfering with any 
hundreds, diſtricts, or places, already incorporated by act of parlia- 
ment, for the purpoſes of providing for the poor, unleſs ſuch com- 
miſſioners ſhall obtain the conſent of the majority of the governors, 
guardians, or other perſons having the power of making bye-laws, 
rules, orders, and regulations, within fuch hundreds, diſtricts, or places, 
to be ſignified under the common ſeal of ſuch reſpective corporations, 
in which caſe they ſhould be at liberty to alter the ſame, and make 
ſach regulations as ſhould be agreed upon, by their common conſent. 


To direct that the juſtices of peace at the next quarter-ſeſſions, 
after the commiſſioners ſhall have made their report, ſhall order their 
treaſurer to pay to the commiſſioners ſuch ſums of money, for their 
reaſonabie expences, as they ſhall Sn fide have expended, and alſo 
to pay ſuch ſums to the reſpective clerks of the peace, and other per- 
ſons employed by the commiſſioners as aforeſaid, for their trouble and 
expences in the execution of the act, as to them ſhall ſeem reafunable ; 
and the treaſurer ſhould be allowed the ſame in his accounts, 


The juſtices ſhould at the ſame time fix the day for the ballot for 
the firſt county committee. (See Note, No. 2.) 


rer COMMITTEE. 

The act to direct the juſtices of peace at their reſpective quarter- 
ſeſſions, which ſhall be holden next after the commiſſioners ſhall have 
made their report, to nominate two juſtices of peace who act within 
each diſtri, to preſide at the ballot for chuſing the committee within 
their xeſpective diſtricts; and alſo to nominate a proper perſon to take 
the poll at ſuch ballot within each diſtrict, and to certify his name and 
place of abode to the ſaid two juſtices ; and alſo to-the high conſtable 


acting within each diſtrict, who ſhould communicate the ſame to every 


overſeer of the poor within their diſtricts, 


That every perſon attending the meeting, and qualified' according 
to the commiſſioners report, te ballot for the choice of 1he diſtrict 
committee, ſhould deliver into a box or glaſs to be provided for that 
purpoſe by the perſons appointed for taking the poll, the names, ad- 
ditions, and places of abode of ſo many perſons qualified as aforeſaid, 
as the committee according to the ſaid report 3s to conſiſt of, fairly 
written upon paper and folded up, including one perſon at leaſt, re- 
ſiding within each.of the pariſhes within the diſtrict. And the better 
o enable perſons who intend to offer their poll at ſuch- ballot, to form, 


a judg- 
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a judgment of thoſe who may be thought proper for the office, the 
names of all perſons within the diſtrict, who are qualified to be bal. 
lotted for, ſhould be required to be tranſmitted to the clerk ſo ap- 
pointed to take the poll, by the overſeer within each pariſh and town. 
ſhip, fix days at leaſt before the day appointed for taking ſuch poll, 
which clerk ſhould be required to enter their names immediately after 
they. ſhall be delivered, in a-book to be kept for that purpoſe ; but 
not-to inſert one name more than once, though it ſhould appear in 


different liſts; and to ſhew the ſaid book to any perſon qualified to 


vote, and to deliver a copy to any ſuch perſon if required ; after the 
time of delivering in ſuch liſts of names ſhall be expired, written in 
alphabetical order, upon being uw for the ſame, after the rate of 
— for every twenty names which ſuch liſt ſhall contain; and a 
proper allowance ſhould be ordered for ſcch clerk, by the juſtice: 
preſiding at ſuch ballot, to be paid by the county treaſurer. 


That as ſoon as the poll ſhall be cloſed, the juſtices preſiding thereat 
ſhould be directed to nominate two perſons then preſent, as ſcrutineers, 
and deliver to them the liſts, ſo preſented, with directions forthwith to 
proceed upon the ſcrutiny, and caſt up the number of votes for each 
committee candicate, and report the names of thoſe perſons who ap- 
pear to be elected, according to the qualifications and directions, in 
the act, to the ſaid juſtices, at ſuch time and place as they ſhall appoint 
to receive them. 


The perſon appointed for taking the poll ſhould attend the juſtices 
at the time of their receiving the report, when they ſhould immediately 
appoint the time and place for the firſt meeting of the committee, 
and direct the clerk who took the poll, to give notice thereof to every 
perſon elected upon ſuch committee. | 


The act to direct that the diſtri committee ſhall meet at the time 
and place appointed by the two juſtices, and after taking an oath to 
be preſcribed by the act (which will be ſpecified in the Appendix; 
ſee Note, No. 3.) for the proper diſcharge of their duty, they ſhould 

roceed to elect a chairman, and afterwards a diftri& agent, by ballot, 
1n manner aforeſaid, and to fix the place for the refidence of ſuch agent, 
and for the committee to meet at, as near the centre of the diſtrict as 
conveniently may be; and alſo to fix the days for holding their meetings, 
in every month in the year; and that they ſhould alſo at ſuch fr 
meeting, nominate by agreement among themſelves, or by their chair- 
man, if they differ in opinion, five at leaſt of the committee, to at- 
tend the ſecond meeting, in which number, two at leaſt who attended the 
former meeting ſhould be included ; and in like manner with reſpect 
to every ſubſequent meeting: and the diſtri agent ſhould be required 
to give notice, from time to time, to every perſon included in that 


number, who ſhould not be preſent at ſuch nominations (which 17 
on 


(9-3 


only intended to procure meetings of a ſufficient number of the com- 
mittee-men, competent to the buſineſs that ſhall come before them, 
and in no degree to preclude others from attending) ; and the better to 
enforce due attendances, a clauſe ſhould be inſerted in the act, inflicting 
a penalty of 51. for every default of the committee-men, ſo named, 
in their attendance, at the day and hour appointed, unleſs prevented 
by ſickneſs, or ſome unavoidable accident; to be paid into the hands 
of the diſtrict agent, and to be applied by him towards diſcharging 
the expences of the committee meetings; and in caſe ſuch forfeitures 
ſhall not be ſufficient to pay+the whole expences, the remaining part 


ſhould be paid by the diſtrict agent, who ſhould be reimburſed by the | 


county treaſurer, out of the poor's rates; but if ſuch forfeitures ſhall 


exceed the expences, the remainder to be applied in ſuch manner as 
the committee ſhall direct. 


They ſhould alſo direct the ſalary of the, diftrift agent, and the 
rent of the office for tranſacting the buſineſs of the diſtrict, and of the 


room for the committee to meet at, to be paid by the county treaſurer, 
and charged in his accounts. 2 5 


They ſhould alſo, at their firſt meeting, direct their diſtri agent 
to tranſmit to the county clerk and treaſurer, an accurate account 
of the medium poor's rates for each. pariſh and place, calculated from 
the returns lately made to parliament, after they ſhall have been in- 


where neceſſary by the diſtrict committee. 


The diſtrict committee, after calling upon the agent, for his return 
of the ſtate of the poor, of the work-houſes, rates, and other things, 
which he is required to Jay before them, ſhould proceed to conſider 
the ſame, and particularly the ſtate and condition of the infant, aged, 
infirm, and impotent poor, within each pariſh ; and if there ſhall be 
work-houſes ſuitable for them within the diſtrict; to order ſuch of the 
poor as may be proper to be placed in houſes, to be ſent thither, or 
if there are none, to be put into houſes to be hired for that purpoſe, 
until more convenient accommodations can be provided for them; and 
the diſtrict committee, if they find a deficiency of work- houſes for 
employing the poor, ſhould be impowered to build new ones, or hire 
buildings which may be convenient, and convert them into work- 
houſes, for the employment of ſuch poor perſons as may be fit to be 
placed in work-houſes ; or they may at their diſcretion make contracts 
with manufacturers, or other perſons, for employing any poor perſons 


either within or out of the work-houſes. 


The diſtrit committee ſhould have power to diſcharge the overſeer, 


ſo directed to be choſen, as hereafter mentioned, for neglect of duty, 
of other miſbehaviour, f 


ſpected and examined by the diſtrict agent, and ſettled and correded 


The 


. 


(8) 


The diſtrict committee ſhould alſo receive from their clerk, at every 
meeting, an account of the number, condition, and employment of - 
their — examine the accounts of the expences attending them, and 


give ſuch directions to the agent for the future management and em- 
ploy ment of them, as they ſhall judge moſt proper. 


They ſhould alſo examine the accounts of the diſtrict agent and the 
overſeers, and allow the ſame, if they approve them. 


They ſhould alſo conſider the ſtate of the different work. houſes 
within the diſtrict, the number of perſons contained therein, and the 
manner in which they are employed; and find, if poſſible, better 
means of employing them by contract for their labour (ſee Note, No, 
4+), or in ſuch other manner as they ſhall think fit. They ſhould en- 
quire particularly into the age and ſtate of the infant poor, and pro. 
cure them to be examined, at proper times, by able and judicious 
perſons, reſpecting their ability and aptitude for receiving inſtruction, 
who ſhould report their obſervations upon them to the committee; and 
the committee ſhould confider which of them in each diſtrict may be 

proper to be continued and employed in the work-houſes or other. 
wiſe, within the diſtrit ; and which of them, if any, may be proper 
to be taken into a county houſe or ſeminary, when any ſuch ſhall be 
provided, in order to receive a different education, which may qualify 
them for the ſea, or other public ſervice; and the committee ſhould 
report ſuch ſpecial matter, with their opinion thereupon, to the county 
Committee. 


Every diſtrict committee ſhould alſo, ten days at leaſt before the end 
of the year, apply to two juſtices of the peace, acting within their 
diſtrict, to preſide at the new ballot for the diftrit committee, and 
after conſulting them, cauſe notice to be given, in manner before direct- 
ed as to the ſirſt committee, of the time and place for taking ſuch new 
ballot, which juſtices ſhould give ſuch directions for the ballot, and 
reſide at the poll, in like manner as herein before mentioned concern- 
ing the ſaid firſt ballot, 


That in every ſuch ſubſequent annual ballot, the diſtrict agent, for the 
time being, ſhould give the notices, receive the previous liſts, take the 
poll, and do every thing which the clerk is hereby directed to do at the 
{aid firſt ballot; and every perſon ballotting for ſuch new committee, 
ſhould include in his liſt, one half of the old committee, and one half 
of other perſons, qualified as aforeſaid ; but none of the old committee 
ſhould be obliged to ſerve more than two years fucceſſively, without 
E | their conſent, and the chairman preſiding at ſuch ballot ſhould appoint + 
C the ſcrutineers, as ſoon as ſuch poll ſhall be cloſed, and proceed in the | 


19 ſame 
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ame manner as herein before directed, with reſpect to the chairman at 
the ſaid firſt ballot. | 12 *RO 0% 1 | 


The diſtrict committee ſhould alſo at the end of every three months 

(a fortnight- at leaſt before the meeting of the county committee, as 

hereafter appointed) make up an account of the money received and 

expended- within the diſtri during that time, and alſo prepare an 

eſtimate; in the beſt manner they can, from the returns of the overſeers 

of the poor, or any other information they can get, of the probable. 
expences On account of the poor, for the three months then next fol- 
lowing, and report the ſame to ſuch county committee. 


DISTRICT AGENT. 
The diſtrict agent who is to be choſen by the firſt committee, ſhould 
be continued, if approved; or another elected, in the ſame manner as i 
the firſt, by every new committee, and ſhould give ſuch ſecurity as i 


the committee ſhould approve, for his duly accounting for the money 
he receives, | by 


His duty ſhould be from time to time to viſit and ſuperintend the 
workhouſes, to make as ſoon as poſſible a ſtate in writing of all thoſe 
within the diſtrict; and alſo of the circumſtances and ſituation, of 
every poor perſon who receives or is in need of pariſh relief, within 4 
each pariſh or place, deſcribing whether within or out of the work- of 
houſe, and whether they have any, and what employment; or any, 
and what property of their own ;- alſo the ages or infirmities of each 
perſon, and the number and age of their children, if any; alſo what 
penſions or allowances have been made them, by the -overſeers, and 
every other particular which he may think neceſſary for the information 
of the committee, or which they may require from him. ; 
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He ſhould alſo ſtate the expences of the poor in the preceding 
month, and the probable expences in the ſucceeding month, in order 
that the committee may give the. neceſſary information thereof to the 
county committee. He ſhould alſo call upon the overſeers for the aſ- 
ſeſſments and accounts of the expences attending the poor in every 
pariſh, &c. within the diſtri, during the three years for which the 
returns have been made to parliament, and alſo for the laſt year, which 
accounts the overſeers or perſons who have the cuſtody of them, ſhould 
be required to produce; and when he has compared the three years 
accounts upon which the returns were made, with ſuch returns; if 
there ſhall appear any omiſſion or miſrepreſentation, he ſhould report 
them to the diſtrict committee, who ſhould enquire into the ſame, 
and be empowered to inveſtigate and correct them, and if they find any 
thing which appears wilful, and + magnitude ſufficient to 3 

ended 
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neceſſities require, by the overſeer of the place where he ſhall then be; 
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bended and puniſhed by legal proceedings, the diſtrift committee ſhoula 


report it to the county committee. 


The diſtrict agent ſhould hear the 8 of paupers and relieve 
them, or give directions to the overſeer for that purpoſe, if neceſlary, 
before the meeting of the committee ; and if any perſon travelling on 
the road, or through any town or place, upon his lawful occafion, 
ſhould, by accident or ſickneſs, be rendered unable to proceed on his 
Journey, he ſhould be immediately relieved, in ſuch manner as his 


and ſuch overſeer ſhould with all convenient ſpeed repreſent the ſame 
to the diſtri agent, who ſhould ſee that every proper accommodation 
is provided for him. * 


The diſtrict agent, in all matters of doubt and difficulty, ſhould con- 
ſult any member or members of the committee, who may happen to 
be near him, and act under their advice, till the next committee meet- 
ing, and then report ſuch matters to the committee, with all the cir- 
cumſtances attending them. 


The diſtrict agent, as ſoon as he receives from the committee the 
order for the quarterly contributions from the diſtrict for which he 
acts, ſhould immediately calculate and compute the proportion which 
each pariſh, townſhip, and place, maintaining its own poor, is to con- 
tribute to the ſum with which the ſaid diſtrict is charged; and after 
ſuch proportions have been made by him, and examined and allowed 
by the committee, he ſhould ſignify the amount thereof to the over- 
ſeer of every ſuch pariſh, townſhip, or place, who ſhould collect the 
ſame, by three monthly affteſiments, by virtue of an order from the 
diſtrict committee. (See Note, No. 5.) 


He ſhould, previous to the monthly meeting of the diſtrict com- 
mittee, examine and ſettle the ſeveral overſeers accounts, and receive 
the balances of money which ſhall appear to be in their hands, and 
apply the ſame in ſuch manner as the committee ſhall direct; and he 
ſhould lay an abſtract of ſuch accounts before-the committee, together 
with an account of all money owing in reſpect of the yours and of the 
rates unpaid, if any, in each pariſh, townſhip, or place, within the 
diſtrict (which accounts every overſeer ſhould be required to make 
out and deliver to the diſtrict agent). 


0 OVERSEER. 


The act to direct that the occupiers of lands, &c. in each pariſh, &c. 
Paying to the poor's rates for lands, &c. of the yearly value of 1 ol. 
ſhould meet in veſtry, at the uſual place of ſuch meetings, on Menday 


next after the 25th day of March in every year, at eleven o'clock 8 
ä the 


n) 


the forerioon ; and after chooſing by majority of voices, ſome perſon 
then preſent, to preſide at ſuch meeting, ſhould proceed in like man- 
ner to fix a proper allowance by way of falary, to the overſeer of 
the poor, in caſe the gratuities and allowances provided for him *4 
this at, ſhall not be judged by them an adequate compenſation for his 
trouble in executing that office; and to nominate the perſon whom 
they ſhall judge beſt qualified, and who ſhall be willing to undertake it; 
and the perſon ſo preſiding, ſhould immediately enter the name of the 
perſon ſo nominated, 1n a book to be provided and kept for that pur- 


poſe; and if in the judgment of the veſtry the pariſh ſhould be too 


extenſive for the duty of overſeer to be properly diſcharged by one per- 
ſon, they ſhould have power to make a proper allowance to him to pay 
an aſſiſtant, whom he ſhould provide, with the approbation of the 
diſtri agent. | ; | | | 

Upon the death or removal of any ſuch overſeer, the inhabitants of 


the pariſh or place for which he ſerved, ſhould forthwith proceed in 
like manner to elect another in his ſtead. n 


The overſeer ſhould explain to the diſtrict agent, and alſo to the 
diſtrict committee, if required, the account of the three years expences, 
in reſpect of the poor, which have been returned to parliament. 


He ſhould ſend to the diſtrict agent copies of thoſe returns, alſo a 
copy of the aſſeſſments for the year ending at Eaffer 1786, and of the 
overſeer's accounts, for that and the three preceding years, and he 


ſhould be allowed in his accounts what is reaſonable for tranſcribing 
them by the diſtrict agent. | 


He ſhould repreſent the ſtate and ſituation of ſuch paupers as ſhall 
from time to time aſk for relief to the diſtri agent, and in caſes of 


neceſſity and preſent diſtreſs, he ſhould relieve them before he obtains 
an order for that purpoſe. | 


He ſhould make the aſſeſſments monthly, in the uſual manner, for 
the ſum directed to be raiſed by the order of the diſtrict committee 
(which is to be certified to every overſeer by the diſtrict agent, when 
the ſame has been examined and approved by the ſaid committee), and 


he ſhould apply it in ſuch payments as he ſhall be directed to make, by 
the diſtrict committee, or the diſtrict agent. 


He mould give ſecurity to the ſatis faction of the diſtrict committee, 
for his duly accounting for all the money which he ſhall receive. 


He ſhould keep and enter in a book to be provided for that pur- 
pole, in a form to be ſettled by the diſtri agent, and approved by 
the diſtri, committee, an account of all receipts and payments, in 
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reſpect of the poor, to be ſettled by the diſtrict agent: and the ba. 
lance ſhould be paid into his hands by the overſeer, at the end of 
every month; and the diſtrict agent ſhould abſtrat them into one ac- 
count, and lay ſuch abſtract before the diſtrict committee, at the end 
of every quarter, ten days at leaſt before the meeting of the county 
committee. 


The overſeer ſhould alſo collect and receive the ſeveral new taxes 
by this or any ſubſequent act authoriſed to be laid and impoſed upon 
perſons keeping dogs, and upon Sunday turnpike tolls, and alſo the 
ſeveral forfeitures and penalties which by virtue of this or any ſubſe. 
quent act of parliament, may be thought fit to be appropriated for the 
benefit of the poor, and for an encouragement of the great objects to 
which they are made applicable, as hereafter mentioned; he ſhould 
obey all orders and direQions which he ſhall receive from the diſtrict 
committee, or the diſtri agent; he ſhould hear the complaints of the 

or people, and viſit thoſe who are ſick and want relief, and report 
their ſituation to the diſtrict agent, 


And every overſeer ſhould be allowed to receive in the 
und, out of the money ſo collected for his trouble therein. (See 
ote, No. 7.) 


The act ſhould direct by proviſo, that nothing therein contained 
ſhould alter or affect the powers which overſeers under their preſent 
appointments are inveſted with, in cities, boroughs, or towns corpo- 
rate, reſp*&ing the rights of citizens, freemen, or burgeſſes, in mat- 
ters of election of members of parliament, or of any officers within 
ſuch cities, boroughs, or towns- corporate, but that overſeers in all 
ſuch places ſhould be . nominated, elected, and appointed for thoſe 
purpoſes, in the manner they have uſually been. 


COUNTY COMMITTEE. 


The act ſhould direct a county committee to be choſen, which 
ſhould conſiſt of ſo many members as there ſhall be diſtricts within the 
county, &c. qualified with eſtates of the clear yearly value of 300 J.; 
they ſhould be elected by the perſons who conſtitute the ſeveral diſtrict 
committees, within each county, &c. on a day and at a place to be fixed 
by the court of quarter ſeſſions for each county, &c. as aforeſaid, by 
ballot, to be taken in the manner herein before directed, concerning the 
diſtrict committees ; and that for the information of the perſons who are 
to preſide at ſuch ballot, a liſt of the members of every diſtrict com- 
mittee within the county ſhould be tranſmitted to each clerk of the 
PIG by the ſeveral diſtrict agents, ſix days at leaſt before the day 

xed for taking ſuch ballot ; and that on the day of election (previous 
to the ballot) the ſeveral perſons, preſent, who ſhall be members of 7 


9 ſay 
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ſaid diftrit committees, ſhould chooſe from amongſt themſelves a chair- 
man, to preſide at ſuch ballot, and the clerk of the peace for ſuch county, 
c. ſhould be directed to take the poll, and at the cloſe thereof, the chair- 
man ſhould nominate two perſons preſent, for ſcrutineers, who ſhould 


immediately proceed in the manner herein before directed concerning 


the diſtrict committees, and make their report to the chairman, at the 
time and place he ſhall appoint for receiving the ſame ; which com- 
mittees ſhould continue till new ones ſhould be choſen, in like manner, 
in the year following, upon the like notices, and with the like quali- 
fications, and ſo ſucceſſively from year to year; but in every ſuch new 
committee, one half of the gentlemen conſtituting the preceding com- 
mittee, ſhould be named in every liſt to be delivered in at ſuch ballot; 
and no gentleman ſhould be obliged to ſerve on that committee more 
than two years ſucceſſively, without his conſent; nor ſhould any perſon 


be elected upon the county committee, who ſhall have been choſen for 
that year upon any diſtrict committee. 


The county committee ſhould be directed to meet at a day to be 
named by the chairman who preſided at the ballot (which ſhould be 
notified to each of the committee, as alſo their election, by the clerk of 
the peace for the county), and afterwards they ſhould meet quarterly, 
the day before each general quarter ſeſſions of the peace, at the place 
where fuch quarter ſeſſions ſhall be holden, to receive reports from the 
ſeveral diſtrict committees, as to the ſeveral matters herein before di- 
reed, and all others which they ſhall find neceſſary to lay before 
them; they ſhould at their firſt meeting ele a chairman to preſide at 
their meetings; and alſo the clerk of the peace, treaſurer of the coun- 
ty, or ſome other proper perſon, to be their clerk and treaſurer; and 
they ſhopld fix the ſalary for him, not exceeding _ per annum, 
nor leſs than per annum. The elections of ſuch chairman, 
and of the clerk and treaſurer, to be made by a majority of voices. 


That after appointing ſuch chairman, and the clerk and treaſurer, 
they ſhould nominate, by agreement amongſt themſelves, or by the 

chairman, if they differ in opinion, ſeven at leaſt of the committee, 
to attend the ſecond meeting; in which number three at leaſt, who 
attended the former meeting, ſhould be included ; and in like manner 
with reſpe& to every ſubſequent meeting: and the clerk and treaſurer 
ſhould be required to give notice from time to time, to every perſon 
included in that number, who ſhould' not have been preſent at ſuch 
nominations (which are only intended to procure meetings of a ſufh- 
cient number of the committee-men, competent to the buſineſs that 
ſhall come before them, and in no degree to preclude others from at- 
tending); and the better to enforce due attendances, a clauſe ſhould 
de inſerted in the act, inflicting a penalty of 10/7. for every default 
of any committee-man ſo named, in his attendance at the day and 
hour appointed; unleſs prevented by ſickneſs, or ſome unavoidable ac- 


cident z 


: * 8 * — — — — 
IIS —_—— 2 8 


poor, and if they obſerve any miſtakes or inaccuracies therein, they 
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cident; to be paid into the hands of the clerk and treaſurer, and to be 
applied by him towards diſcharging the expences of the committee 
meetings: and in caſe ſuch forfeitures ſhall not be ſufficient to pay the 
whole expences, the remaining part ſhould be paid by the county clerk 
and treaſurer out of the poor's rates; but if ſuch forfeitures ſhall exceed 
the expences, the remainder to be applied in ſuch manner as the com- 
mittee ſhall direct. | 313 F | 


The county committee ſhould order the county clerk and treaſurer, 
fairly to enter the account before directed to be made out, and deli- 
vered to him by the diſtrict agent, in a book or books to be provided 
and kept for that purpoſe, that they may have recourſe to them when 
neceſſary. ; 


The county committee, after examining and conſidering the reports 
from the ſeveral diſtrict committees, reſpecting the returns made to 
parliament by the overſeers, if they obſerve any omiſſions, miſrepre- 
ſentations, or errors therein, ſhould take every proper means to inveſ. 
tigate the ſame, and to cauſe the medium proportions for the {aid three 
you to be made as perfect as poſſible; and if there ſhall appear to have 

een any wilful miſtakes, concealments, or miſrepreſentations therein, 
they ſhould direct the neceſſary proceedings for enforcing the penalties 
and puniſhments authoriled and directed to be levied and inflicted 
upon the offenders for the ſame. 


The act to direct that every pariſh and place maintaining its own 

r, ſhall contribute to the general county poor rates, in proportion 

to the ſums which they paid on account of their poor, on a medium of 

the ſaid three years, for which the ſaid returns were made to parlia- 

ment, after the fame ſhall have been inſpected, ſettled, and adjuſted in 
the manner hereby directed. 


The county committee, after conſidering the ſeveral returns, and 
examining and correcting the errors, if any, ſhould fix and aſcertain 
the proportions which every diſtrict ſhall in future contribute to a given 
ſum, (viz. 100/7.), and certify the ſame to the diſtri agent, who ſhould 
forthwith ſettle and adjuſt the proportions, which each pariſh and place 
ſhould contribute thereto, according to the medium fo to be fixed as 
aforeſaid, and lay them before the diſtrict committee for their inſpec- 
tion and approbation. 


The county committee ſhould. at their quarterly meetings examine 
and inſpect the accounts of the county clerk and treaſurer, and allow 
the ſame if they find them juſt; and they ſhould alſo inſpect and ſu- 
perintend the accounts of the diſtrict agents and the overſeers of the 


ſhould repreſent the ſame to the diſtrict committee, that they may be 
more pinutely examined and corre&ed by them. The 
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The county committee ſhould conſider, from the reports of the 


district com mittees, and from their own obſervations, What public 
buildings, 4s hoſpitals. far the ſick and infirm poor, or as feminaries 


for the inſtruction and education of poor children, or as hoſpitals for 


the reception of ideots, lunatics, or inſane perſons, may be neceſſary 
to be provided, for the general uſe of, the county, in order to carry 
the ſeveral purpoſes of the act more completely into execution; and 
hould have power, after fully confidering the ſame, and uring 
proper plans and eſtimates to be made, to contract for the building, 
fitting up, and furniſhing ſuch buildings, in the plaineſt and moſt 
economical manner; and the county committee ſhould have power to 
borrow money at intereſt, on the credit of the county poor rates 
hereby authoriſed to be laid, and of the caſual and contingent fund 


hereby provided for the building, furniſhing, and maintaining ſuch | 


hoſpitals, or ſeminaries, as they ſhall ſo judge neceſſary and conve- 
nient to be built and provided; but no county poor rate ſhould be 
made applicable to thoſe purpoſes, when it ſhall exceed three fourth 
parts of the ſum fo to be fixed as aforeſaid, as the medium annual 


ſum for contribution for the diſtricts, pariſhes, and places aforeſaid. 


(See Note, No. 6.) 


The county committee ſhould at their quarterly meetings, after ex- 
amining and conſidering the reports from the ſeveral diſtrict commit- 
tees, and the ſeveral eſtimates which may be laid before them, fix 
and aſſeſs the groſs ſum to be raiſed for the poor within their reſpective 
counties, during the three months then next enſuing, and the county 
clerk and treaſurer ſhould certify the ſame to every diſtrict agent, and 
the proportion thereof which each diſtrict ſhould contribute thereto, 
according to the proportions ſo to be fixed as aforeſaid, which diſtrict 
agent ſhould forthwith communicate the ſame to every overſeer of the 
poor within his diſtri as herein before mentioned. 


The county committee ſhould alſo make an order upon the county 
clerk and treaſurer, directing the application of ſo much of the money 
ariſing from the ſaid caſual and contingent fund, as they ſhall find 


convenient and neceſſary for the various purpoſes to which the ſame is 


made applicable by this act. 


The act to direct by proviſo, that no perſon above ſeventy years of 


age ſhould be obliged to ſerve upon any of the committees, unleſs he 
chooles it, 


And alſo that no perſon ſhould be capable of holding any office under 


* act who keeps an inn or public-houſe, or is a retailer of ſpirituous 
iquors. 
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PENALTIES AND FORFEITUREsS. 


To enact that from and after the 29th day of Sept. 1787, there be 
paid to every overſeer of the poor and his ſucceſſors, in every pariſh, 
townſhip, and place, within that part of Great Britain called England 
in order to eſtabliſh a caſual and contingent fund, for the purpoſes here. 
after mentioned (in caſe his Majeſty ſhall be nach pleaſed to 
conſent thereto), all penalties and forfeitures incurred or to be incurred 
by perſons upon forfeiture of recognizances given or to be given on 
obtaining licences for ſelling ale and viftuals, of recognizances given 
or to be given for good behaviour and keeping the peace, or for pro. 
ſecuting felons.—Alfo all penalties and forfeitures incurred or to be 
incurred by virtue of any law now in being, or hereafter to be made, 
for the preſervation of deer and game, or touching or concerning 


vagrants or common beggars.—And alſo all penalties and forfeitures 


to be incurred under or by virtue of this act [here may be enumerated 
many other penalties and forftitures under ſuch particular acts as are bene. 


ficial to the community, and loje much of their effect, for want A having 
or 


thoſe penalties and forfeitures enforced), which penalties and forfeitures 
ſhould be collected and received by the overſeer of the poor for the 
time being (who ſhould be allowed in the pound for collecling 
them). Every overſeer. ſhould take ſuch meaſures for the recovery 
thereof, as the law directs, and keep a ſeparate account of the money 
ſo to be collected, and pay it from time to time into the hands of 
the county treaſurer, who ſhould apply the ſame under the direction of 
the county committee, for the purpoſes herein- after mentioned. (See 
Note, No. 7.) . ö 5 


TAX UPON DOGS. 


To enact that from and after the 29th day of Sept. 1787, there be 
paid unto the overſeer of the poor, and his ſucceſſors, in every pariſh, 
rownſhip, and place, within that part of Great Britain called England, 
by every perſon who ſhall keep any hound, greyhound, ſetting dog, 
pointer, ſpaniel, or other dog, the ſeveral yearly ſums following, as 
an encouragement of the ſeveral, objects hereafter mentioned, to 
which thoſe ſums are hereby directed to be applied; that is to ſay, 


For every pack of fox hounds For every pack of harriers, 
conſiſting of ten couple or more For every hound under that 
number For every greyhound For every ſetting dog, 
or dog uſed for the net For every pointer, ſpaniel, and other 
dog, uſed for finding or running game And for every other 
dog of what kind or ſpecies ſoever To be aſſeſſed, collected, 


and levied by the overſeer of the poor, in ſuch manner as the poor's 
rates are by virtue of this act authorized and directed to be aſſeſſed, 


collected and levied; and he ſhould be allowed 13. in the pound 05 
| is 
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his trouble in aſſeſſing and collecting that tax and the Sunday tolls. 
(See Note, No. 9.) 


TONDAT:TOLLS. 


It ſhould alſo enact, that there be paid to every overſcer of the poor, 
or to ſuch perſon as he ſhall authorize to receive the ſame, by every 

rſon who ſhall ride, lead, or drive any horſe, carriage, or. cattle 
through any toll-gate or toll-bar, erected or to be erected upon, or 
belonging to any turnpike road within the limits aforeſaid, on the 
Sabbath-day, an additional toll, equal to that which 1s or ſhall be 
authoriſed to be collected and received for the uſe of ſuch turnpike 
road, except in reſpe& of perſons going to or returning from their 
ariſh church, or other uſual place of worſhip, and except at toll-gates, 
or toll- bars, where additional tolls are already authoriſed and directed 
to be taken on Sundays, for particular purpoſes, by virtue of any law 
now in being; and that all the powers and authorities contained in 
ſuch turnpike acts, for collecting ſuch tolls, and puniſhing perſons 
who neglect or refuſe to pay the ſame, ſhall be applied to the addi- 
tional tolls, hereby authoriſed to be taken, as fully and effectually as if 
the ſaid powers and authorities had been hereby repeated and re- enacted; 
which money, ariſing from the tax upon Suaday tolls, ſhould be paid 
by the overſeer into the hands of the county clerk and treaſurer, and 
conſtitute part of the caſual and contingent fund herein before men- 
tioned, (See Note, No. 9.) 


APPLICATION of the CASUAL and CONTINGENT FUND. 


To enact that the money ariſing from the forfeitures and penalties, 
tax upon dogs, and Sunday tolls before mentioned, and all other 
money directed by the act to conſtitute the caſual and contingent fund, 
ſhall be applied from time to time, under the direction of the county 
committee, to the following purpoſes, wiz. for the encouragement of 
the Friendly Societies and Sunday Schools, in the mannec herein-after 
directed; for erecting buildings for the education and employment of 
poor children; for erecting hoſpitals for the reception and accommo- 
cation of the ſick, aged, infirm, and impotent poor, who may be 
proper to be removed from the diſtrids wherein they reſide; for con- 
tributing with other counties, to the erection of hoſpitals - for the 


reception and accommodation of ideots, lunaticks, and inſane per- 


lons, where they ſhall be wanted ; for paying ſalaries to the overſeers, 
as herein mentioned, and for paying the compenſation to his Majeſty 
for the diminution of the revenue of exciſe, by reducing the number 
of ale-houſes (che ſurplus, if any, to be applied in aid of the poor's 
rates), | | 
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FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 


To enact, for the purpoſe of encouraging ſobriety, labour, and in- 
duſtry, that in all caſes where friendly clubs or ſocieties have been 
eſtabliſhed, under ſuch rules, orders, and regulations, as ſhall be ap- 
proved by the county committee, after they have been tranſmitted to 
them, by the prefident, maſter, ſteward, or other perfon who ſhall 
then be at the head of fuch club or fociety,. the county committee 
ſhould have power to. order ſuch ſum as they ſhall think proper, not 
exceeding one ſhilling per week, to be paid to every poor perſon who 
ſhall have contributed to the fund belonging to the ſociety whereof he 
is a member, for years or more, ſo long as ſuck poor perſon 
ſhall, from ſickneſs, lameneſs, or other infirmities, by the rules of 


- 


| the ſaid ſociety, be entitled to a weekly allowance out of the fund 


or box of ſuch ſociety, over and above the allowance which he ſhall 
receive from the ſaid club or ſociety, and ſhall direct the ſame to be 


paid by their treaſurer, out of the caſual or contingent fund hereby 
eſtabliſhed. | 


And to ena as a further encouragement of the ſaid friendly ſocie- 
ties, that as ſoon as any new club or ſociety ſhall be eſtabliſhed, con- 
aſting of one hundred members or more, and the rules and orders made 
for the government of them ſfrall be tranſmitted to, and approved 
and eon by, the county committee; they may direct their trea- 
ſurer to pay to the ſteward of every ſuch ſociety, any ſum they may 
think fit, not exceeding on having ſecurity given for the due 
application thereof, in aid of the benevolent purpoſes of ſych ſociety, 


That in order to give force and eſfect to the ſeveral rules, orders, 
and regulations, which have been, and ſhall be, formed and eſtabliſhed 
by any friendly club or ſociety, after the ſame ſhall be approved and 
confirmed by one of his Majeſty's judges of aſſiae; powers ſhould be 


| given by the a& to the pretident, maſter, ſteward, or other perſon, 
who ſhall be placed at the head of any ſuch club or ſociety, to 


enforce the payment of any fine, forfeiture, or penalty, to be incurred 
by any perſon or perſons for a breach of any ſuch rules, orders, and 
regulations, and to recover from the treafurer, or any other perſon 
authoriſed to receive money for the uſe of ſuch club or ſociety, all 
ſum and ſums of money which ſhall be due from them to the ſaid 
club or ſociety, by diftreſs and ſale of the goods and chattels of the 
perſons ſo indebted, by virtue of a warrant from a juſtice of the 
peace, after the party has been ſummoned, and the. debt duly 
proved; which fummons and warrant the juſtice ſhould be aothoriſed 
to grant. > os | | 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


To enact, that for inſtilling principles of religion into the minds 
poor children, and for inſtruting them in their religious and m 
duty, in the early part of life, and to encourage the Sunday ſchools, 
which have been eſtabliſhed under the patronage, and at the expence 
of many reſpectable perſons, the county committee ſhould procure 
a collection of ſuck books as may be fit for thoſe purpoſes, and the 
expence to be paid by the county treaſurer out of the money ariſing 
from the poor's rates, and that a ſufficient number of ſuch books 
ſhould be placed in the hands of every diſtrict agent, and to be ſent 
by him to the patrons of thoſe ſchools, upon their requeſt in writing, 
2 the number they want; and thoſe patrons ſhould diſtribute 

em amongſt the poor children, in ſuch manner as they ſhall think 
fit, (See Note, No. 16.) | 


CHARITABLE DONATIONS. 


The county committee ſhould, after inſpecting the reports made 
by the diſtrict committee, inveſtigate all ſuch matters reſpecting the 
charitable donations as ſhould appear doubtful or obſcure in the re- 
turns made, and be enabled to call for ſuch further evidence as may 
be neceflary to explain them; and if there is guſt cauſe to ſuſpect any 
fraud or concealment, they ſhould be empowered to purſue ſuch legal 
methods as the law allows, for making ſuch diſcoveries, puniſhing 
the offenders, and eriforcing the objects of ſuch donations. And if 
it ſhall appear to them that there are any eſtates in land or money, 
which had been given to charitable purpoſes, and the profits or pro- 
duce of them have been withheld, or , Vu been received, by perſons 
who have not accounted for them, nor have any right to retain them, 
for their own uſe, they ſhould direct ſuch proſecutions as may be effec- 
tual for recovering the ſame, and applying them to the uſes pointed 
out or intended by the donor; the expences of all which proſecutions 
and proceedings ſhould be paid by the county treaſurer out of the 
poor's rates, or the caſual and contingent fund, as the county commit» 


tee ſhall judge proper. (See Note, No. 8.) 


COUNTY CLERK and TREASURER. 


The act to direct that the county clerk and treaſurer ſhall pay and 
apply all the money he ſhall receive from the poor rates, and alfo all 
the other money ariſing from the ſaid caſual and contingent fund, to 
ſuch perſons, for ſuch purpoſes, and in ſuch manner, as he ſhall from 
time to time be directed by the county committee. 


8 | He 
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He ſhould alſo be required to give ſuch ſecurity for his duly ac. 
counting for the money which ſhall come to his hands, as the county 
committee ſhall direct. He ſhould conſtantly attend the meetings 
of the county committee, and lay before them the reports from the 

_diſtrit committees. He ſhould "alſo lay before them a ſtate of the 
general accounts, ſhewing what money has been collected and paid 
within each diſtrict, and what remains in the hands of each diſtricc 
agent, | 1634 | 


He ſhould carefully and punQually diſcharge the ſeveral duties laid 
upon him by the act, and enter and keep in ſeparate books one dif. 
tint account of money received and paid in reſpect of the poor, and 
another in reſpect of the ſaid caſual and contingent fund. 


He ſhould alſo make up all his accounts, and lay them before the 
county committee at the end of each quarter, and ſhould particularly 
ſtate to them the ſums of money then remaining in his hands, upon 
each of the ſaid accounts; all which accounts ſhould be fairly tranſ- 
cribed, and laid before the county committee at their quarterly meet- 
ings, for their inſpeQion and conſideration, and, if approved, they 
ſhould allow them, 


ALE-HOUSES. 


In order to reduce the number of inferior ale-houſes, which are, for 
the moſt part, kept by very mean perſons, and are the general ſources 
of idleneſs, debavchery, and poverty: To enact, that from and aſter 
the firſt day of September 1787, no licence ſhall be granted to any 
perſon for keeping an ale-houſe, inn, or victualling-houſe, unleſs it 
ſhall appear by a certificate from the commiſſioners, or ſome proper 
officer of the exciſe, that the perſon to whom ſuch licence 1s to be 
granted, or the perſon who was licenſed to the ſame houſe for the 
year next preceding, had paid duty for, or fold barrels of ale 
at leaſt, for which duty had been paid. And further, to enact, that to 
make up the deficiency which may be occaſioned in the duty of exciſe 
upon ale or beer, by ſuch reduction of the number of ale-houſes, there 
ſhall be paid to his Majeſty and his ſucceſſors an additional duty of 

upon every licence to ſell ale, which ſhall be granted in future. 


And the county committee ſhould be direfed to order a payment to 
his Majeſty and his ſucceſſors out of the ſaid county poor rate, and 
the ſaid caſual and contingent fund, at the end of every year, of a fur- 
ther ſum, which ſhall be equal to one part of the duty which 
was paid within each county, from the houſes ſo to be reduced in the 


year ending the 5th day of 7uly 1787. And 
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And for the information of the juſtices of peace, who are by law to 
rant the licences for ſuch ale-houſes, the proper officer of the exciſe 
ould be directed to ſend a liſt of the names of all ſuch perſons as ap- 
by the exciſe- books, or from information which the commiſſioners 

of exciſe ſhall receive, upon a proper requiſition for that purpoſe from 
the exciſe officers within the ſeveral diviſions in each county, to have 


paid duty for no more than barrels of ale, or beer, in the year pre- 
ceding. (See Note, No. 11.) 


SMALL DEBTS, 


It may be proper to make proviſion in this or a ſeparate act, for the 
more eaſy recovery of ſmall debts, and for preventing the evils and 
diſtreſſes which poor perſons and their families are ſubje& to on that 
account. (See Note, No. 12.) | | 


— 


VAGRANCY. 


In order to prevent vagrancy, the bill may enact, that no perſon 
who has a wife, child, or children, chargeable to any pariſh or place, 
ſhall be permitted to leave them, and go to reſide in any other pa- 
riſh or place, at the diſtance of. miles, without firſt obtaining a 
certificate, or teſtimonial in writing, under the hand of the overſeer 
of the poor of the pariſh or place where he ſo reſides, ſpecifying the 
cauſes of his departure from ſuch pariſh or place, and the name of 
the pariſh or place to which he intends going, the rout or courſe he 
means to take, and alſo the time when he purpoſes to return to his 
family; which teſtimonial ſhould be allowed by the diſtrict agent, by 
writing indorſed thereupon, and ſigned by him, before it ſhall have 
any effect. | | 


Alſo to enaR, that if any perſon ſhall depart from his wife or fa- 
mily, who are chargeable to the pariſh, without firſt obtaining ſuch 
teſtimonial, or if any ſuch perſon able to work and maintain his fa- 
mily, ſhall not work to the extent of his ability, but live in a habit 
of idleneſs, or ſpend the money he earns in ale-houſes, or places of 
bad repute, and ſuffer his wife, child, or children, to be chargeable to 
the pariſh or place where they are ſettled or reſide, he ſhould, upon 
complaint made to a juſtice of peace, if the facts above alleged are 
proved, be committed to the houſe of correction, and there 369 to 
hard labour three months for the firſt offence, ſix months under cloſe 
confinement for the ſecond offence, and for the third offence he ſhould 
(if able to ſerve his Majeſty as a ſoldier) be compelled to ſerve as a 
ſoldier in ſome garriſon or place beyond the ſeas, for five years; and 
if not able to ſerve his Majeſty in that capacity, he ſhould be confined 
2 cloſe priſoner, in ſuch houſe of correction, and kept to hard labour 
for 12 months, and afterwards ſhould continue ſo confined and em- 


ployed 


177 ; 
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7 for any further time which the juſtices in their qrarter ſeſfont 
all think fit, not excceding 12 months, 


To enact that if the overſeer of the poor, or any conſtable, head. 
borough, watchman, beadle, or other peace officer ſhall ſee any perſon 


| begging, or aſking alms or charity from door to door, or in any ſtreet 


or highway, he ſhould be required by the act to apprehend and convey 
him immediately to ſome juſtice of peace, who ſhould on proof of the 
fact, commit every ſuch perſon to the houſe of correction, there to be 
kept to hard labour, if able to work, for any time not exceeding three 
calendar months; and if any perſon who is not a peace officer, ſhall 
ſee any ſuch perſon in the ſituation before deſcribed, he ſhould be em- 
powered to apprehend and deliver him into the hands of ſome conſtable 
or other peace officer, who ſhould be required to take him before a ma. 
giſtrate, and the perſon who a l bim ſhould attend as a witneſs, 
and the juſtice, on proof of the complaint, ſhould proceed in the man. 


ner before directed. v >. 4 


To enact that privy ſearches ſhould be made by the conſtable, and 
other peace officers, Whenever directed by warrant from a juſtice of 
peace, who ſhall have received information of rogues, vagabonds, or 
idle and diſorderly perſons, being in any place within his juriſdiction; 
and that all perſons who ſhill be found on ſuch ſearches, who do not 

ive a * account of themſelves, but ſhall appear to be idle and 
Sifarder y perſons, ſhould be apprehended and taken before a juſtice 
of peace, and if he ſees juſt cauſe, he may commit them to the houſe 
of correction, to be employed in hard labour, until the next quarter 
ſeflions, when the court may continue them confined to hard labour 
for a further time, not exceeding three months; and at the end of 
their confinement, order them to be conveyed from diſtri to diſtrict, 


to the place where they were laſt ſettled, 


And the bill ſhould enact, that every perſon who ſhall receive, or 
harbour in his houſe, barn, or other out-buildings, any perſon or per- 
ſons of the deſcription aforeſaid, for a _— time than hours, un- 
leſs -detained by ſickneſs, or upon ſome lawful buſineſs or occaſion, 
ſhall forfeit a ſum not more than 4os. nor leſs than 205. at the diſcre- 
tion of the juſtice of peace by whom he ſhall be convicted. 


BURGLARY, -FALONY, 
And HUE and CRY. 


The bill ſhould alſo ena, that whenever a butglary or felony ſhall 
have been committed, notice thereof ſhall be immediately given to 


the conſtable, or other peace officer of the pariſh or place where the 
pre- 


offence was committed, who ſhould be required forthwith to GP = 
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hend the offender, or to cauſe ſearch to be made for him immediately, 
from pariſh to pariſh within the diſtrict; and if not found, to get a 
deſcription of his perſon, and to cauſe the ſame to be printed, with 
his crime, and purſue him by hue and cry from diſtric to diſtri, till 
he ſhall be apprehended ; in which hue and cry every diſtri agent, 
overſeer, conſtable, and peace officer, ſhould be required to give his 
beſt aſſiſtance. That when taken, he ſhould be proſecuted by the agent 
ef the diſtrict wherein the offence was committed, and the expences 
charged to the county treaſurer, and paid by him out of the ſaid caſual 
and contingent fund. That if the offender ſhould not be apprehended 
within three months from the time the offence was committed, the in- 
habitants of ſuch pariſh or place ſhould -incur a forfeiture of 51. (if it 
was 24 Capital offence, and 21. 1cs. if an inferior offence), to be re- 
covered by the overſeer of the poor, and paid into the hands of the 
county treaſurer, for the AN the ſaid caſual and contingent 
fund; and if not paid, to be levied by diſtreſs and ſale upon the 
and chattels of any one or more of the occupiers of lands and 
tenements within ſuch pariſh and place, and the reſt of the occupiers 
ſhould be compelled to contribute thereto, in the proportions they are 
wo contribute to the poor's rates, by virtue of this act. (See Note, No. 13.) 


That if any perſon ſhall be found begging in the manner herein 
before deſcribed, within any pariſh or place, and ſhall not be appre- 
hended and proſecuted in the manner herein before directed, the inha- 
bitants of ſuch pariſh and place ſhall incur a forfeiture of 40s. for every 
ſuch neglect, to be recovered, paid, and applied in the manner and 
for the purpoſes before mentioned, reſpecting felons. 


That the like method of hue and cry ſhould be purſued for diſcover- 
ng and apprehending all perſons who run away from their wives or 
children, and leave them chargeable to the pariſh or place where they 
were ſettled or refided, in cafe two juſtices of the peace before whom 
information and complaint ſhall be made of the offence, ſhall, upon 
conſidering the ſame, and the character and circumſtances of the per- 


my ofending, think fit to order and direct ſuch hue and cry to be 
Nade. 9278 | 


To enact, that the juſtices of peace ſhall have power to ſummon 
any perſon who makes default in payment of any of the rates and aſ- 
ſeſſments authoriſed to be raiſed by virtue of the act, and if they do 
dot ſhew good cauſe for their refuſal, to levy the fame upon their 
mu and chattels by warrant of diſtreſs and ſale, and that any inha- 

tant of the county ſhould be a competent witneſs, notwithſtanding 
bis contribution to the rates. — And that there ſhall be a power of 
Ppeal to the quarter ſeſſions, as to any inequality in the aſſeſſment. 


2 That 


n 
That the juſtices ſhall alſo have a power by the like means to en. 
* the payment of any forfeiture or penalty incurred by virtue of 
this act. | 


That in order to have the proviſions of this act duly attended to 
and enforced, returns of the money rai ed and expended wi hin each 
county and diſtrict, ſhould be made quarterly, by the direction and 
under the inſpection of the ſeveral diſtrict and county committees, a; 
a certain time in every year, to the clerk of the parliaments, in ſuch 
method and order as ſhall be expreſſed in the ſchedule annexed to the 
act; that the ſame may be digeſted and printed, for the information 
of the members of both houſes of parliament. 


Powers ſhould be inferted for the diſtrict committees to bind out 
poor children apprentices, to trade or huſbandry, and to take proper 
covenants from the maſters for their care and inſtruction; alſo to al- 
low thoſe bound to trades ſomething towards putting them into buſi. 
neſs when their time expires, if their behaviour deſerves it. Alſo 
powers for the governors of work-houſes, and other officers appoint. 
ed under this act, to ſet up any trade, for employing the poor people 
by the direction of the committee. | 


The ſeveral powers and directions given [by 43 Eliz. c. 2. by 7 Jam. 
I. c. 3. by 3 Ann, c. 6. by 4 Ann, c. 19. by 8 Ann, c. 9. by 20 G. II. 
c. 19. concerning apprentices, ard by the 7 ſec. of 43 Eliz. for obliging 
parents and children' to felieve each other. By the 5 G. I. c. 8. 
to overſeers, for receiving the rents and profits of eſtates, and to 
ſeize the goods of perſons who run away, leaving their wife, child, or 
children, chargeable to the pariſh, By 43 Eliz. c. 2. ſec. z. 
to juſtices to rate other pariſhes within the hundred, in aid of 
any pariſh much burdened with poor, and for obliging the overſeers 
to account for ſuch money. By the 43 Eliz. c. 2. ſ. 5. for authori(- 
ing the overſeers, with the conſent of the lords of manors, to build 
habitations for poor people on the waſtes or commons, By 9 Geo. J. 
c. 7. for authoriſing overſeers to hire houſes, to employ and lodge poor 
perſons in. By the 18 Eliz. c. 3. 3 Car. I. c. 5. 12. 13 Car. II. c. 12. 
. 19. 7 James I. c. 4. 6 Geo. II. c. 31. reſpecting proviſions for baſ- 
tard children, and the puniſhment of their parents. By the 17 Geo. II. 
c. 5. concerning women delivered of children in places they do not be- 
long to. By the 17 Geo. II. c. 37. concerning the lands 
liable to be rated to the poor, and for publiſhing the poor's 
rates in the church, after they ſhall be made and allowed, By the 
17 Geo. II. c. 38. and 43 Eliz. c. 2. ſ. 2. concerning poor's 
rates, and the overſeers accounts. By the 43 Eliz. c. 2. 17 Geo. II. 
c. 18 and 38. the 8 & 9 Wil. III. c. 30. the 17 Geo. II. c. 38. 
reſpecting the making aſſeſſments, and appeals thereto, and the levy- 


ing the money by the overſcers, and alſo the levying of fines, penal- 
| tles, 
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ties, and forfeitures; by the 9 G. I. c. 7. the 16 G. II. c. 18. the 
26 Geo. II. c. 27. concerning the. powers of juſtices of peace, in 
executing the faid laws; by the 8and g W. 1iI. concerning the wear- 
ing of badges; and by the 17 G. II. c. concerning rogues, vaga- 
bonds, and other idle and diſorderly perſons (commonly called the 
vagrant act), by the 23 G. III. for the better relief and employment 
of the poor, ſhould be duly examined and conſidered, the ſubſtance of 
ſuch parts of them as may be found neceſſary to promote the purpoſes 
of this bill, and which are not already included in its proviſions, 
ſhould be formed into a ſeparate bill, and the whole of thoſe acts 
___ by ſuch new act, in order to prevent trouble and confuſion 
hereafter. 


Beſides the repeal of the acts above mentioned, there may alſo be 
repealed, as becoming uſeleſs and unneceſſary, in conſequence of the 
regulations here made, the ſeveral acts following; wiz. 3 and 4 of 
W. and M. c. 11. 13 and 14 of Car. II. c. 12. 3 of ja. II. c. 13. 
g of Geo. I. c. 7, 8. g of W. III. c. 30. 9 and 10 of W. III. c. 11. 
12 of Ann, c. 18. and 3 of Geo. II. c. 29. concerning the relief, 
ſettlements, and removal of peor perſons, | 
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NOTES referred 1 in the BILL. 


Note. No. 1. 
Eo ſucceſs of this plan depends in a great meaſure upon the 
ap 


ointment of the commiſſioners and their exertions in the diſ. 
charge of their duty. The neceſſity of diſtricts appears evident (pa- 
rochial diviſions being in general too ſmall for the proper care and 
employment of the poor) ; and if pariſhes are left to form connexions 
with each other, at their own diſcretion, it 1s not likely to be done, 
The a& of 23 Geo. III. which was made for that purpoſe, having been 
in very few inſtances enforced. 


If this bill ſhould meet with that countenance and attention which 
the importance of it requires, the members for the ſeveral counties 
will, without doubt, before the time it ſhall be in the committee, 
make it their buſineſs to collect, from the moſt diligent enquiries, the 
names of ſuch gentlemen as are beſt qualified for, and are willing to 
undertake the 1 of commiſſioners, and propoſe their names in the 
committee, who will inſert them for each county, if approved, within 

the blanks which will be left for that purpoſe. 


Thoſe who undertake and execute with fidelity this honourable 
truſt (which cannot employ them for many months), will merit the 
eſteem of the public; and it is not doubted but it will be cheerfully 
accepted by a ſufficient number of gentlemen who ſhall be qualified for 
it; but in caſe the members for any county, &c. ſhould not propoſe 
the names of ſeven perſons properly qualified, who had conſented 
to the nomination, proviſion may be made in the act for any other 
member preſent in the committee, who has 300 J. a year eſtate within 
the county, riding, &c. to propoſe any gentleman duly qualified, who 
ſhall have conſented to act if appointed. 


No. 2. Page 5. 


It is apprehended the commiſſioners (who will be perſons moſt re- 
ſpectable in character and fortune, and elected from different parts of 
the county), whilſt they are making the neceſſary enquiries for forming 
the diſtricts, will very eaſily collect ſuch information as may enable 
them to judge what will be a proper ſalary for each diſtrict agent; 
and alſo what will be a proper qualification for the committee-men 
in each diſtrict, and alſo for thoſe who are to ele& them, as theſe 
qualifications may be neceſſary to be varied according to the circum- 


+ ſtances and ſituation of the ſeveral diſtricts; and likewiſe what will * 
| | | 7 
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the moſt convenient time. and place for taking the firſt ballot for the 
diſtri committee. a 1 | 


The ſubſequent annual ballot will be taken at a certain time and 
place, in the manner directed by the act. 


In the cities of London and Weſtminſter, and other great towns, 
where there are very large pariſhes not incorporated by act of parlia- 
ment, the commiſſioners ſhould have power to' make ſuch pariſhes 
ſeparate diſtricts, or unite them with others for that purpoſe; as the 
proviſions of the act will be found to operate very conveniently in all 
ſuch caſes, and the diſtri agent will be in the ſame ſituation as a 
yeſtry clerk now is, within many cities and towns, : 


No. 3. p. 6. 


There are many things to be inſerted in the Appendix, which can- 
not be ready to accompany this, but will be prepared hereafter. 


No. 4. p. 7. | 6.22 

It is apprehended conveniencies will be found within ſome of the 
pariſhes in each diſtrict, probably with little alterations, for receiving 
and employing ſuch poor perſons as may be neceſſary to be ſent to 


them, or, if not, buildings may be hired for a ſhort time, till more 
ſuitable and convenient work-houſes can be provided, 


: No. 5. p. 10. 5 
It may be proper to have a table fixed up in every committee room, 
and delivered to every overſeer, ſhewing the quantum chat each diſ- 
trict, and alſo each pariſh and place, will be obliged to contribute to 
any given ſum, to be raiſed by the whole county, in ez to 
the medium of the three years expences of the poor, when ſettled and 
adjuſted for the ſame county, in the manner directed by the bill, 


No. 6. p. 15. 


It may be proper for the county committee at their meeting, when 
they have conſidered the reports fram the diſtrict committees reſpect- 
ing the inſtruction and education of poor children, to limit the num- 
ber of thoſe who are to be admitted from each diſtri, for the pur- 
poſe of receiving a different education; and in regard to the buildings, 
they ſhould be brought within the limits preſcribed by the act, reſ — 
ing the application of the poor's rates. 8 


D 2 No. 7. 
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No. 7. p. 12 and 16. 


Theſe allowances to the overſeer, for collecting the forfeitures, pe. 
nalties, and taxes, will, it is apprehended, be a ſufficient inducement 
to an active ſenſible man to undertake that office, which is of very 
great importance in the execution of the purpoſes of the act; but if, in 
any ſuch pariſhes or places, they ſhould not be thought ſufficient, thoſe 
who ele& him are empowered to make a further allowance at the time 
he is elected. . 


No. 8. P · 19 


Tf, in the courſe of the enquiries about the charities, it ſhall ap 
that any lands or money have been veſted in truſtees, for the benefit 
and ſupport of charities, which, from any accident or particular cir. 
cumſtances, are not capable of taking effect; it may be proper for the 
legiſlature to receive information about them, and to direct the appli. 
cation thereof to ſuch charitable objects as may be thought moſt bene. 
ficial to' the community, and not ſuffer truſtees, whoſe names were 
only uſed for the purpoſes of receiving and diſtributing them, to retain 
or apply them to their own uſe, 


No. g. p. 17. 


This tax upon dogs, and the Sunday tolls, will operate with a 
double aſpect; at the ſame time correcting abuſes, and affording a re- 
venue to be applied for the moſt ſalutary purpoſes, which will recom- 
mend them very much to the public, and, it is hoped, meet with the 
approbation and countenance of the legiſlature, 


No. 10. p. 19. 


The maſters and miſtreſſes who are to inſtru the poor children, are 
at preſent paid by patrons and benefactors; and it ſeems proper that it 
ſhould be ſo continued, as they will by that means have more in- 
fluence over ſuch inſtructors, and be better enabled to keep them to 
a proper diſcharge of their duty ; therefore the encouragement from 
the county committee is only applied to books, 


No. 11. p. 20. | 


This regulation reſpecting ale-houſes, it is apprehended, may be 
made with very little trouble, and is eſſentially neceſſary as a founda- 
tion to the reform propoſed by the act.—It will be the means of ſup- 
preſſing many diſorderly houſes, and thereby preventing much miſ- 
Chief.—Thoſe alſo who obtain licences will have their conduct ſtrict. 


ly inſpeRed, as it will be the duty of the overſcers to proſecute aac 
enforc 
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force the penalties of the recognizances againſt all perſons who 
— diſorderly houſes. un Nan | 


But if conſiderable difficulties and inconveniences ſhould be likely 
to attend that mode for procuring a reduction of the number of ale- 
houſes, the following is ſubmitted to conſideration, viz. That the 
juſtices of peace in every county, ſhould be directed at their next 
midſummer quarter ſeſſions, to appoint two or three juſtices in every 
hundred and diviſion, to view the ſeveral ale-houſes within their 
reſpective diſtricts, and the condition, ſituations, and circumſtances 
in which each houſe, and alſo the occupier thereof, appears ; and to 
hear complain's of diſorders committed at ſuch houſes, if any; and 
report the whole to an adjourned ſeſſion of the juſtices, to be holden 
in the month of Auguſt; at which ſeſſion the court ſhould determine 
what houſes are fit to be licenſed again, and give direQions accord- 
ingly. And the act may direct, that no houſe ſhall be licenſed for 


the year enſuing, but thoſe which ſhall be approved and directed to be 
licenſed, at the ſaid adjourned ſeſſion. | 


N. B. If it ſhould be thought proper to lay a confiderable additional 
duty upon licences, to be granted 1n future, there will probably be no 
occaſion for making up the deficiency in the duty to his Majeſty, out 
ol the county poor's rates, and the caſual and contingent fund. 


No. 12. p. 21. 


As poor people are very much haraſſed and diſtreſſed by the me- 
thods now taken for the recovery of ſmall debts, in the county and 
other inferior courts, it ſeems worthy the conſideration of the legiſ- 
lature, when they are forming a plan for the relief and protection of 
poor people, to provide ſome means, if poſſible, for redreſſing thoſe 
ee which contribute much to the ruin of many poor fami- 


This may be better underſtood by referring to a recent inſtance, 
amongſt the many which are notorious in every part of the country, 


A poor labourer owing 15s. 64. for ſhop goods, was ſerved with 
a ſummons to appear at the hundred court, and in the margin of the 
ſummons was printed as under : 


3. d. 
Warrant to ſue - — 1 © 
Entering action, ſummons, ſervice, and fee 3. 
Withdrawing and fee 2 6 

Coſts 6 10 


\ 
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By which proceeding, this poor man was charged with a ſum 
above four times the amount of the debt, at the inſtant he had notice 
of any action being commenced againſt him, which he muſt either 
ſubmit to, however unjuſt the demand might be, or ſuffer his goods 
to be diſtrained, &c. &c. and hazard a much Poon expence by the 
leaft delay. If therefore a general act could be obtained, for the 
eaſy and Tpeedy recovery of ſmall debts under 405%. in a ſummary way, 
at a moderate expence, by ſummons and hearing before a juſtice of 
peace, in the manner ſervants, labourers, &c. are allowed to recover 
their demands againſt thoſe who employ them, by virtue of the 
ſtatute of 20 Geo, II. and thoſe inferior courts could be aboliſhed, 
theſe poor people would be reſcued from the oppreſſion of a ſet of 
bailiffs, and low miſcreants, who praQtiſe in them, and every juſt debt 
might be ſpeedily recovered, F238 1 


No. 13. p. 23- 


It is hoped, by virtue of the late acts, all the houſes of correction in 
the kingdom will be put under ſuch regulations as will make that 
puniſhment inflited by hard labour and confinement there effeQual to 
reform the offender, and prevent a repetition of the offence, and 
that the hue and cry will be the means, under the ſeveral regulations 
< this act, of diſcovering and detecting all atrocious offenders againſt 

e law, 


It will be neceſſary to have a ſchedule annexed, by way of appen. 
dix, which ſhall contain rules, orders, and regulations for the go- 
vernment of the officers and perſons -who ſhall be admitted into 
the work-houſes, hoſpitals, and ſeminaries, to be erected under 
the authority of the act, and for regulating their diet, and accom- 
modating them with proper medical aſſiſtance, when it ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary; and for the due obſervance of. religious duties therein; for 
providing, with due care and attention, proper governors, maſters, 
and matrons ; for buying materials, and making contracts for all 
buildings to be erected ; and alſo for buying clothing, victuals, &c. 
all which rules, orders, and regulations, ſhould be digeſted and ſet- 
tled, upon the beſt and moſt economical plan which can be formed 
and adopted for that purpoſe, after inſpecting and conſidering thoſe 
rules, &c. which have been already ſettled and approved, in the beſt 
regulated hoſpitals, and works of that kind, 


Theſe may be collected whilſt the bill is depending in the Houſe of 
Commons, before it goes into the committee. 


4 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 


AVING been entreated by many gentlemen, who felt the preſ- 
ſure, and ſaw the rapid increaſe, of the poor's rates in divers 
parts of the kingdom, to bring forward ſome plan which might draw the 
attention of the legiſlature to that moſt important ſubject, I ſuggeſt- 
ed ſome ſhort heads of a very general one, and ſent it to the members, 
many of whom ſeemed to approve of the idea; but wiſhed to ſee it 
more enlarged and explained; and others were kind enough to inform 
me of the objections which they ſaw to ſeveral parts of it; That induced 
ne to ſtate all the objections I had heard, with ſuch anſwers as occur- 
red to me, in a ſhort pamphlet, which I alſo circulated. amongſt the 
members in the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion ; and had the ſatisfaction of 
receiving from many ſtrong expreſſions of their approbation, with a de- 
fre to ſee the ſubject further digeſted, enlarged, and brought more 
into the form of a bill. „ 


Willing to comply with that requeſt at my firſt leiſure, I took an 
opportunity of retiring from all other buſineſs, for the ſpace of two 
months in the laſt ſummer,” when I gave the ſubje& a moſt ſerious in- 
reſtigation, and reduced it under heads, in ſuch manner, that a bill 
night, with very lictle trouble, be framed upon it, if the matter and 
method ſhould be approved. Rn 


I procured it to be printed, and circulated a few copies, with a view 
of collecting the ſentiments of gentlemen upon it, who I knew were 
very — * with the ſubject, and I entreated ſome particular friends 
to favour me with every objection againſt it, which they ſaw or could 
learn from others with whom they had opportunities of converſing, 
that I might conſider and correct them before I gave it a more general 
circulation, 


This has fully anſwered my expectations and wiſhes, as I have been 
favoured by letters from ſeveral genomes in the moſt open and candid 
terms, with a great number of objections, ſome going to the whole 
plan, conſidering it as impracticable from the difficulty of finding 
gentlemen who will give their at ention to the execution of it, others 
pointing out objections to particular parts of it, The moſt material 
of thoſe I have endeavoured to obviate, by alterations and amend- 
nents introduced in this new print. The general objections I will 
here ſtate candidly, and offer for the conſideration of thoſe to whom 


2 is addreſſed, ſuch anſwers and obſervations as occur to me upon 
mem. 3 | 


OBJEC- 


from the exceſſive poor rates, ariſes, partly from a defect in the laws, 


aft century, have arrived at a pitch far beyond the power of an 
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OBJECTION S. 


That this plan militates with a practice for relieving the 
poor, which has continued ſince the 43 Eliz. being almoſt 
two centuries. N 


That the evils complained of do not ariſe from a defect in 
the laws, but in the execution of them. 


That the experiment propoſed by this plan is hazardous, 
and that it will be difficult, if not impracticable, to get gen- 
tlemen, who have ſo many other avocations in the country, 

« toattend the execution of it. | 


ANS W E R 8. 


This plan is not repugnant to, but corroborates and ſupports the 
great principles adopted and eſtabliſhed by the act of the 43d of Eli. 
zabeth, viz. 


The ſuſtaining and ſupporting aged, infirm, and impotent poor who 
are not able to work, the employing and compelling to work thoſe who 
are ſo, and the obliging inhabitants of other pariſhes within the hun- 
dred, or even within the county, to contribute to the relief of the poor 
of any particular pariſh in which they ſhall be found too heavy for the 
inhabitants thereof to maintain. 


T apprehend, the evil which this country groans under at preſent, 


and partly from a defect in the execution of them; I have endeavoured 
by this plan, which has been formed with the utmoſt deliberation, te 
remedy both. (>: 


That law of queen Elizabeth was wiſely framed, and well adapted 
to the circumſtances and fituation of the country when it was made; 
but the increaſe of population, of manufactures, and of wealth, which 
it has happily experienced fince that time, has occaſioned a very eſſen 
tial difference with reſpect to the number of the poor, their employ 
ment, and the expences of their maintenance. 


As they were then few they were eaſily governed ; and an overſeet 


was very equal to the care of a pariſh. . 


But as their numbers encreaſed they grew more refractory, and by 
gradual advances in idleneſs and profligacy, during the courſe of the 


overſeer, though poſſeſſed of abilities infinitely ſuperior to the gene 
| | rali 
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rality of that claſs of men, to controul; they frequently inſult, and 
too often awe and intimidate him to a compliance with their unrea- 
ſonable demands. If he happens to have courage enough to reſiſt them, 
then the magiſtrate is applied to, who frequently denies the applica- 
tion; but many are induced to yield to it, in order to get rid of their 
importunities; and the poor's rates are by theſe means increaſed to 
the pitch we now ſee them. | x 04 | 


[ have been deſcribing the ſituation and behaviour of the more ob- 
ſtinate and clamorous part of the poor, who too often obtain and eat 
that bread which the more neceſſitous ought to have; who (through 
modeſty) ſtroggle with many hardſbips, rather than ſuffer their wants 
to be known. Hence it will appear, that the overſeer, even with the 
afiſtance and ſupport of the magiſtrate, - who frequently lives at a con- 
iderable diſtance, is not able to keep the preſent numerous poor un- 
der due regulation. | 1 | 


This ſhews the neceſſity of ſome alteration in the preſent ſyſtem ; 
what that ſhould be is the great queſtion. Ts oxLyY expedient which 
has occurred to me, upon the moſt deliberate conſideration, is the 
forming larger diſtricts, for the government and employment of them, 
wherein proper work-houſes may be provided, and due regulations in- 
roduced and obſerved. Very raw of the country pariſhes can afford 
the expences of the neceſſary buildings, and of proper perſons for em- 
ploying and regulating the poor; by which means the-attempt to in- 
troduce theſe work-houſes has failed in many places; as it was found 
to have increaſed rather than diminiſhed the expences ; which muſt 
always be the caſe, where the pariſh is not of magnitude ſufficient to 
dear thoſe neceſſary charges. To that misfortune may be added ano- 
ther, IN Many country pariſhes they want perſons converſant in 
buſineſs and of ability to aſſiſt in the management of their parochial con- 
cerns. All thoſe obſtacles and diſadvantages will be removed, when 
thoſe pariſhes become connected with others, where gentlemen of that 
deſcription will be found to aſſiſt, and take a zealous part in the ar- 
cuous work, upon the principle of mutual benefit, without jealouſy ar 
a ſe}fiſh view to any particular pariſh or place. Which ideas will be 
entirely excluded under the plan here ſuggeſted, for connecting a num- 
ber of pariſhes in one common intereſt, They will be ſo conducted 
under the medium rate of the laſt three years, according to the returns 
lately made to parliament, when duly conſidered and ſettled, that 
each will bear its own burthen, and participate of the relief which 
ſhall be obtained under this new regulation, according to the propor- 
tions of thoſe three years expences. 12.6 22 


As to the difficulties attending the execution of the plan ; it hay 
been my ſtudy to form it in ſuch a manner, as ſhall be effectual to the 
f E purpoſe, 


would be occaſioned 
to and * out within the time limited, the ballot ſnould proceed. 


*. 
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purpoſe, and give as little trouble as poſlible to thoſe who are to exe. 
cute it; and I have pointed out for that purpoſe, ſuch perſons as ap. 
pear to me moſt proper for the truſt; and à mode of electing them 
which I thought would be moſt agreeable to the country in general. 


A A burthen muſt fall ſomewhere, and it ſeems to me that it ought to 
fall upon thoſe who will be moſt benefited by the new regulations, 


The committees are to be elected by, and to conſiſt of perſons of pro- 
perty ; and however prone the general diſpoſitions of men are to gra. 
tify themſelves in pleaſurable amuſements, yet I have always obſerved, 


that intereſt will in moſt caſes have ſome influence upon their actions. 


It is for the preſervation and ſupport of their own property that they 
will be here called upon to act, abſtracted from the conſiderations of 
public Tau. and the care and ſupport of a claſs of people who are for 
the moſt part labouring under the greateſt hardſhips, and diſtreſſes. [ 
cannot therefore imagine that ſuch gentlemen will withdraw them. 
ſelves from, or abandon a traſt of ſo. much conſequence to this country 
and themſelves, were the trouble infinitely greater than it is to be; 
for the diſtrict committee are only to meet twelve times in a year, and 
to be attended and affiſted by an able and experienced man of their 
own chooſing, who is to be allowed a ſalary in proportion to his trou- 
ble ; and the county committee are only to meec four times in a year ; 
and will be aſſiſted by the reports and obſervations of the diſtri com- 
mittee, and their own clerk, whom they are likewiſe to chooſe, and 
who is to be allowed a ſalary adequate to his trouble, 


It has been alſo objected, that there will be great trouble in the 
ballots, and that the frequency of them may be attended with incon- 
veniences. I have ſtudied to make theſe as practicable as poſſible, and 
do not foreſee any difficulties which will not be eaſily ſurmounted, if 
there is a general good diſpoſition to the plan; which I flatter myſelf 
will be the caſe when it has been maturely conſidered, corrected, and 
amended, in the courſe of its progreſs through both Houſes of Par- 
lia ment. _ 8 


In ſome caſes, perhaps, a ballot may be avoided, if the gentlemen 
aſſembled, at the time-and place appointed for it, ſhould be diſpoſed 
for an accommodation, and agree to nominate three or five perſons 
then preſent, and thoſe three or five perſons ſhould, within a imited 
time (ſuppoſe half an hour or an hour), concur in making out a liſt of 
the a of perſons required by the act, duly qualified to conſtitute 
the committee, and by that means prevent the trouble and delay which 

4 a ballot ; but if the liſt ſhould not be agreed 


"4s 


foe 3; 


As to its being hazardous, a repeal of the preſent laws w{thout ſub. 
ſtitating others in their place would certainly be extremely impolitic, 
and might make too great a convulſion in the ſtate ; but to repeal old 
laws which are found inconvenient, and productive of miſchiefs that 
threaten the ruin, and mult in time, if continued, be the overthrow of 
this country, ſeems to be the height of prudence, 


Before that is done, it will .be neceſſary to ſee clearly that the new 
plan propoſed to be adopted is practicable, and grounded upon prin- 
ciples which will cure the defects in the old laws, and put the new re- 

ulations into a channel beyond the reach of any perſons who might be 
diſpoſed to pervert and defeat their ſalutary purpoſes. 


It ſhould alſo be ſhewn, that it is eligible and likely to meet with a 
very general concurrence, If his Majeſty's miniſters ſhall be pleaſed 
to fayour the Jorge for the tax upon dogs, the Sunday tolls, and the 
application of the forfeitures and penalties, it will enſure it a very fa- 
vourable reception with the people, and be very likely to overcome the 
prejudices which old cuſtoms and long uſage may have eſtabliſhed 
amongſt thoſe who ſeldom give themſelves the trouble of tracing things 
to their origin, and of comparing the cauſes with their effects. 


I have the higheſt veneration and reſpe& for the character and ho- 
nourable ſtation of a juſtice of peace, whoſe duty it 1s to execute and 
enforce the laws of his country without fee or reward ; but if there 
ſhould happen to be any one, who in executing the powers committed 
to him by the poor laws, ſhould, from miſtaken motives of humanity 
or generoſity to the object who may appear before him, make orders 
for maintenance with too liberal a hand, before he has duly confidered 
the circumſtances and ſituation of the pauper, and of thoſe perſons 
upon whom the burthen is to fall (it frequently happening that ſome 
perſons are obliged to contribute to that relief whoſe neceſſities are 
equal, if not ſuperior to thoſe of the pauper who obtains = I would 
not have the poor neglected by any means, but I think in ſuch a caſe, 
the magiſtrate would do no real ſervice to the perſon whom he ſo re- 
lieves, as it would moſt probably encourage, or confirm him in a habit 
of idleneſs (few of thoſe people being diſpoſed to turn their hands to 
labour, whilſt they and their families can obtain ſuch weekly relief), 
but it would be doing a very unfriendly office to the pariſh which ſhall 
happen to be the object of ſuch order, 


Hence ariſes, in the opinion of many, one great ſource of the enor- 
mous increaſe of the poor rates, which it is hoped will be prevented in 
future by the new regulations propoſed, as it will be a moſt eſſential 
part of the duty of thoſe to whom the 2 are entruſted, minutely 
to enquire into, and to diſcover the real circumſtances and ſituation of 


every pauper who is to ſubſiſt upon pariſh relief before it is granted. 
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r r DE M N T. 


18 conſequence of ſeveral communications from gentlemen at a 
diſtance, and of converſations with others, it is propoſed to make 
the following alterations in the foregoing Heads of the Bill, &c. 


The qualification of commiſſioners to be 300 J. per annum in the 


greater counties, and half that value in the county of Rutland, and 
the principality of Wales. 


The commiſſioners to name two perſons of knowledge and ability 


to aſſiſt them in the diſcharge of their ſeveral duties, who ſhould be 
paid for their trouble, ; 


It may be proper to limit the number of the diſtri committee, to not 
more than thirty, nor leſs than fifteen ; and their qualifications ſhould 


be either in land or, money, or in both, the quantum to be left to the 
diſcretion of the commiſhoners. . | * 


With reſpect to the diſtrict committee, the overſeer of every pariſn 
ſhall return to the high conſtable upon oath in the month of Auguſt, 
yearly lifts of ſuch perſons within their pariſh who ſhall be qualified 
to ſerve on the diſtrict committee according to the commiſſioners re- 


port, 


That the high conſtable ſhall make a liſt of the names ſo returned 
in each diſtrict within his juriſdiction, and tranſmit it to the clerk of 
the peace, who ſhall lay thoſe liſts before the juſtices at their Michael- 
mas quarter ſeſſion, when the court ſhall fix the time and place of 
meeting for the ballot in each diſtrict, and cauſe notice thereof to be 
given to every overfeer within the diſtri. | : 


That the perſons qualified to vote, who mall appear at that meet- 
ing, ſhall, after chooſing a chairman, nominate by ballot ſeven of 


the perſons contained in the liſt, who ſhall be then preſent, to ſerve 
on the committee, 


Theſe ſeven ſhall forthwith, if preſent, if not, at a future day, to 
be then fixed by the chairman, nominate from the liſts as many more of 
the perſons contained therein as will, with thoſe ſeven, make up the 
number required for the committee; and if they ſhould not agree 
in the nomination, they ſhould immediately ballot for the ſame. 


That the committee ſhall continue for one year, when another ſhall 
in like manner be appointed, 


F 8 That 


# ww 
* 
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That half of the old committee ſhall be continued by agreement, 
or caſting lots amongſt themſelves ; but none for more than two years, 
without their conſent. 


That on the death or incapacity of a committee - man, the others 
ſhall fill up the vacancies. f 


That a mode ſhall be ſettled in the act, and a fund provided for 
building new workhouſes, when found neceſſary, within the re— 
ſpective diſtricts, at the expence of the pariſhes within each diſtrict, 
after applying ſuch part of the caſual and 9/17: a fund for that 
purpoſe, as ſhall be authoriſed or directed by the act. 


The diſtrict committee ſhall be authoriſed and required to examine 
and conſider the returns lately made to parliament by the overſeers, of 
the aſſeſſments and expences relative to the poor within their reſpective 
diſtricts, and be empowered and required, where they obſerve any defeds 
or inaccuracies therein, to examine upon oath, in the preſence and with 
the aſſiſtance of two of his Majeſty's juſtices of peace, who are empowered 
to act within the diftrit, the perſons who made ſuch returns, and to 
call for ſuch evidence, either in writing or by parole, as may be ne- 
ceſſary to explain the ſeveral matters contained in ſuch returns, 


That the diſtrict committee, after they ſhall have ſettled, corrected, 
and adjuſted the overſeers returns for the ſaid three years, making al- 
lowances for extra expences, unconneRed with the relief of the poor 
within that period, ſhall aſcertain the medium ſum which each pariſh 
within the diftri& ſhall appear to have paid on account of their poor 
within thoſe years, and when ſo ſettled and adjuſted, certify the ſame 
to the county committee. 


That they ſhall alſo inveſtigate and conſider by the ſame means, 
and with the like aſſiſtance, the matters contained in the returns o 
charitable donations; and when they have ſo done, they ſhall report 
the ſame to the county committee. 


The qualification of the county committee to be 3ool. in the 
larger counties, and 150/. per annum in the county of Rutland, anc 
the principality of Wales, 


In order to increaſe the caſual and contin gent fund, it may be prope 
to add fines, amercements, and recognizances, before any juſtices 
court of gaol- delivery, aſlize, or of the peace, if his Majeſty ſhall b 


_ Pleaſed to grant them, 


wo 


